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NATIONAL PROTEST AGAINST THE WA ILL 


Made at the Hearing before the Senate Irrigation Committee, March 28, 1921, by the 


tional Parks 


Association, in Behalf of Itself and Allied Organizations. 


In behalf of the National Parks Association and of 
many other organizations of the people throughout the 
country with memberships aggregating several millions, 
whose earnest desires and purposes I fully and personally 
know, I protest against the reporting of this bill for these 
and other reasons: 

1. Because its enactment into law will destroy the half- 
eentury congressional precedent against private privileges 
in these reservations; for if one such private enterprise 
is permitted in Yellowstone National Park it will be im- 
possible to keep many private enterprises out of Yellow- 
stone and other national parks. 

2. Because it will open the Yellowstone National Park 
to the rapid destruction by other private enterprises, of 
the principal reason for its existence, which is the preser- 
vation for the use and benefit of the people and the study 
of posterity of a wonderful example of the American 
wilderness in its original condition of nature. 

3. Because, among all the public lands of the Nation 
and the park lands of States, counties, and cities, the 
national parks are the only examples of the wilderness our 
forefathers tamed which it is possible to preserve in their 
original condition. As such they are a priceless possession 
and a heritage possible to no other great nation. This 
Nation is great enough and rich enough to afford these 
few national museums of native America, which, after all, 
total only one and five-eighths per cent of the public 
lands. Less than ten per cert even of the national forest 
is developed. 

4. Because complete conservation is the only essential 
difference between national parks and the national forest. 
Since the national forest was established, national parks 
have been set apart from its area for the sole purpose of 
creating this difference. To open Yellowstone to commer- 
cial invasion by the passage of this bill will inevitably and 
rapidly return all national parks to the status and condi- 
tion of the national forest. 

5. Because already several national parks, notably 
Yellowstone and Yosemite, have become the field for the 
- Scientific and popular study of natural conditions, and 


y 


hundreds of thousands will annually visit our national 
parks for study within a very few years. A nature study 
school, forecasting this future will be started in the Yel- 
lowstone this summer. The raising of a natural water 
level destroys a lake’s scientific usefulness and seriously 
alters biological conditions often for many miles around. 
Scientists, scientific societies, universities, and schools 
throughout the whole country, including all schools of 
forestry, will be unanimous. I have reason to believe, in 
their opposition to this opening of Yellowstone to com- 
mercial invasion. 


6. Because the Yellowstone National Park is by far the 
greatest wild animal preserve within civilization. Not 
only the zoologists and biological societies of the whole 
country but game conservationists and enlightened sports- 
men, hundreds of thousands in number, very actively 
oppose this opening of the door to the commercial invasion 
of Yellowstone. 

The organizations already earnestly beseeching Con- 
gress to deny this bill combine memberships of millions 
and represent every State and congressional district in the 
country. I believe that at least 20,000,000 American voters 
are seriously arrayed against it now, and that when the 
news and meaning of this bill reaches the whole people 
more than half the voters of the Nation, West in full pro- 
portion to population with the Middle West and East, will 
voluntarily find means for the expression to Congress of 
their disapproval. 


From the very many organizations of very many kinds © 
so far earnestly committed in opposition to this bill I 
name these few of national membership, or influence, some 
of which are personally represented here to-day: 

American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

American Association of Museums. 

American Automobile Association. 

American Bison Society. 

American Civie Association. 

American Defense Society. 

American Federation of Art. 

American Forestry Association. 





American Game Protective Association. 

American Museum of Natural History. 

American Scenic and Historie Preservation Society. 

American Society of Landscape Architects. 

Associated Mountaineering Clubs. 

California Academy of Sciences. 

Camp Fire Club of America. 

Ecological Society of America. 

Field Museum of Chicago. 

General Federation of Women’s Clubs. 

League of American Penwomen. 

National Association of Audubon Societies. 

National Automobile Chamber of Commerce (manufac- 
turers). 

Naticnal Federation of 
Women. 

National Geographic Society. 

National Parks Association. 

New York Zoological Society. 

Sierra Club. 


Business and Professional 


With time this list will be increased manyfold. Every 
scientific society in the Nation may be expected to join it, 
together with scores of large teachers’ leagues in every 
part of the country, from a number of which already we 
have had the most earnest informal protests. I name 
none here except those which have already formally en- 
tered the actual campaign against this bill. 

Besides these, hundreds of local organizations are work- 
Influential or- 


ing, some very diligently, for its defeat. 
ganizations like the Colorado Mountain Club, the Mazamas 


and Natural Parks Association of Oregon, the Mountain- 
eers of Washington, the Prairie Club, Camp Fire Club and 
Geographical Society of Chicago, the Nature Study Club 
of Indiana, the Geographical Society of Philadelphia, the 
Boone and Crockett Club of New York, the Appalachian 
Club and Society of Landscape Architects of Boston, and 
the Massachusetts Forestry Association, lead a large rap 
idly growing list, and these, if this committee cares to 
await the expression of the people’s desire, cannot fail to 
bring out in protest a majority of the whole people, East, 
West, North and South. It is only a question of time. 

Besides these, many associations and other organiza- 
tions of many kinds we have letters and resolutions from 
many universities and schools. We have also numerous 
petitions which have been voluntarily solicited by many 
individuals. One, for example, is signed by professors of 
the University of California. Another, collected by Pro- 
fessor Frank A. Waugh, of the Massachusetts Agricul- 
tural College at Amherst, which I also present today, is 
signed by the professors of agricultural societies and 
schools of forestry all over the United States. 

As examples of the attitude of scientific men and uni- © 
versities, I submit resolutions passed by the American ~ 
Association for the Advancement of Science and by the 
Ecological Society of America at their last annual meet- | 
ings; also a resolution from Yale University. 


Rosert STERLING YARD, 
Executive Secretary, 
National Parks Association. 
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